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At first glance this might look like a lot of installation requirements, but you might in fact already 
have used Python and its continuously growing “ecosystem for scientific purposes” before. 
If not, then even if machine learning and/or computational chemistry is not for you, this might still 
be something useful for your daily work, for example when analysing scientific data. 

We are going to use Jupyter for the computer exercises. If you already have this installed together 
with numpy, scipy and matplotlib based on Python 2.7, you can directly jump to point 2. 

1. Python environment for scientific purposes: Anaconda (use Python 2.7 version!) 

The Anaconda Python distribution is available for all current major platforms (Windows, MacOS 
and Linux). Make sure that you chose the version based on Python 2.7, since some of the examples 
below might not work with Python 3. 

  https://www.anaconda.com/download 

Anaconda allows to conveniently install Python 2.7 together with the aforementioned scientific 
packages (numpy, scipy, matplotlib and Jupyter) in one go. 

  http://docs.anaconda.com/anaconda/install/ 

Note that some of these installation instructions focus on Python 3. Please also verify the installation 
according to the instructions provided here: 

  http://docs.anaconda.com/anaconda/install/verify-install/ 
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Finally, you should also check that you can open and run the jupyter-1-matplotlib.ipynb, which is a 
Jupyter notebook in the form that we are going to use in the exercises. 
 

This will functionality should be sufficient for the first computer exercise. 
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2. Atomic Simulation Environment (ASE) &  
Atomistic Machine Learning Package (AMP) 

With anaconda at hands, you can now easily install the Atomic Simulation Package from here: 

  https://anaconda.org/conda-forge/ase 

After that, running the Jupyter notebook jupyter-2a-ase.ipynb should work and produce the 
following output: 

Installing the Atomistic Machine Learning Package written by  

 Khorshidi & Peterson,  
 “Amp: A modular approach to machine learning in atomistic simulations”,  
 Computer Physics Communications 207:3 10-324, 2016. 
 DOI:10.1016/j.cpc.2016.05.010 

might be the most difficult endeavour (and thus also the most real-world experience when it comes 
to scientific Python packages). Some instructions are given here: 

 https://amp.readthedocs.io/en/latest/installation.html 

The installation via “pip" should work for an Anaconda installation on any platform when 
substituting the “pip3” command by “pip”.  
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Although the package can work in “pure Python” mode, this is very slow. Therefore you should build 
the Fortran extensions which speed up several parts of the package significantly. Building these 
extensions should work without any problem on Mac and Linux platforms these days, but Windows 
can be a bit of a hassle. Michael Hirsch provides some excellent hints in his blog about scientific 
computing 

https://www.scivision.co/f2py-running-fortran-code-in-python-on-windows/#install-f2py 
https://www.scivision.co/f2py-running-fortran-code-in-python-on-windows/#windows-
troubleshooting 
https://www.scivision.co/install-windows-subsystem-for-linux/ 

In order to test the package ignore test section in the installation instructions (seems to be outdated) 
and use the notebook that I provide instead: 

Using ASE & AMP, in the second computer exercise we are going to revisit some parts of the neural 
network related chapter of my PhD thesis, which you can already download from here: 

 https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/handle/fub188/12261 

Further reading 

Following the links for any of the above packages plus additional googling brings up a lot of material. 
Perhaps the following two blog entries by Daniel Seita provide some very concise impressions of 
“cool features” of Python based scientific computing and data visualization: 

https://danieltakeshi.github.io/2013/07/05/ten-things-python-programmers-should-know/ 
https://danieltakeshi.github.io/2016-01-16-ipython-jupyter-notebooks-and-matplotlib/ 
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